The Arabic Alphabet

Arabic has 28 letters and is written from right to left. Hear them all on the web page.

Sound Transliteration Name End Middle Start Alone
- . L E
a/'- Along a, or a seat for the glottal stop hamza (| I). alif all l_ l_ I I
b - b asin "bed”. ba’ S—B | —t - I
. . . 0
. - : Lid (1]
t-tasin “ten” ta S'-lJ Ca I ) I
th - th as in “think”. tha’ <l e o ) (&)
j-jasin“jam” (said g in Egypt). jim =y G > — z
.. . Y . L]
h - A strong, breathy h from deep in the throat. ha’ [E G _—R > a
= 7 . . . °
kh - Like ch in Scottish "loch” or German “Bach". kha S.L> c"—L —x_ — a
d - dasin “dog". dal d‘:\ . b Jd S
7 . . . °
dh - th as in “this”. dhal JI3 A - d d
r - Arolled or tapped . ra’ 9‘3 p= )— ) )
z -z asin "zoo". zay LS‘) )_ )_ ) ).
s - sasin“sun". sin gt UP— e - Uu
sh - sh as in “shop”. shin u.u.u UJ,L _u,L _LJJ ‘.):;J
s - A heavy s: the tongue pulls back and the sound is darker than Lw. sad ..)L:.é L)a_ V.o I Ve] Uo
- L)
d - A heavy d, made like o. dad B2 L)a_ _J.a_ _1.0 k)o
t- A heavy t, made like Lo. ta’ Wb _b_ _b_ _b .b
— z . . . .
z - A heavy th as in “this”; in many dialects a heavy z. za ;Lb _b_ _b_ _b .b
‘- A squeeze in the throat with the voice on; no English equivalent. ‘ayn L)-:-E‘ & 2 < &
- o o o S
gh - Like a French r, gargled in the throat. ghayn L)'LC & _ < &
- . L)
f- fas in “fish". fa’ clo o o 9 (W)
q - A k made further back, at the uvula. qgaf 9 L9_ _Q_ ﬁ ‘5
k - k as in "kite". kaf wls sl < S JJ
1-1as in “love”. lam (-’2 LJ_ _l_ _l d
m - m as in “moon”. mim @40 P_ O _0 ?
i nun 5 ) °
n-nasin"no". ) ’ X
0¥ o= S I Q0
h - h as in “hat", said even at the end of a word. ha’ <l da_ _6_ .} D
w /G- was in “water”, or a long U. waw glé 9_ 9_ 9 9
y/1-yasin "yes” oralong 1. ya’ ;U A )
never joins the next letter: g j ) 3 5 | J followed by | is written as one sign: 3 (1a).
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