
The Arabic Alphabet
Arabic has 28 letters and is written from right to left. Hear them all on the web page.

AloneStartMiddleEndNameTransliterationSound

أَلِفـاـااا alifā / ʼ · A long ā, or a seat for the glottal stop hamza (أ إ).

ـبـب بَاءـبـب bā ʼb · b as in “bed”.

ـتـت tāتَاءـتـت ʼt · t as in “ten”.

ـثـث thāثَاءـثـث ʼth · th as in “think”.

ـج ـج يمـجـج جِ jī mj · j as in “jam” (said g in Egypt).

ḥāحَاءـحـحـحـح ʼḥ · A strong, breathy h from deep in the throat.

ـخ ـخ خَاءـخـخ khā ʼkh · Like ch in Scottish “loch” or German “Bach”.

الـدـددد dāدَ ld · d as in “dog”.

الـذـذذذ ذَ dhā ldh · th as in “this”.

rāرَاءـرـررر ʼr · A rolled or tapped r.

زَايـزـززز zā yz · z as in “zoo”.

نـسـسـسـس ي sīسِ ns · s as in “sun”.

ـش ـش نـشـش ي شِ shī nsh · sh as in “shop”.

ادـصـصـصـص ṣāصَ dṣ · A heavy s: the tongue pulls back and the sound is darker than س.

ـض ـض ادـضـض ضَ ḍā dḍ · A heavy d, made like ص.

اءـطـطـطـط ṭāطَ ʼṭ · A heavy t, made like ص.

ـظ ـظ اءـظـظ ظَ ẓā ʼẓ · A heavy th as in “this”; in many dialects a heavy z.

نـعـعـعـع يْ .ʿaynʿ · A squeeze in the throat with the voice on; no English equivalentعَ

ـغ ـغ نـغـغ يْ غَ ghayngh · Like a French r, gargled in the throat.

ـف ـف اءـفـف فَ fā ʼf · f as in “fish”.

ـق ـق افـقـق qāقَ fq · A k made further back, at the uvula.

افـكـكـكـك kāكَ fk · k as in “kite”.

لَامـلـلـلـل lā ml · l as in “love”.

يمـمـمـمـم mīمِ mm · m as in “moon”.

ـنـن نُونـنـن nū nn · n as in “no”.

اءـهـهـهـه hāهَ ʼh · h as in “hat”, said even at the end of a word.

اوـوـووو wāوَ ww / ū · w as in “water”, or a long ū.

ـيـي yāيَاءـيـي ʼy / ī · y as in “yes”, or a long ī.

never joins the next letter: ا د ذ ر ز و .(lā) لا :is written as one sign ا followed by ل
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